
Shakespeare in Love - Audition Pack 

Audition Form! 
Welcome!​
Thank you for your interest in auditioning for our upcoming production of 
*Shakespeare in Love*!​
 This pack includes everything you need to prepare for auditions, including 
key dates, character descriptions, audition sides, and casting expectations.​
We are excited to bring this fast-paced, romantic, and witty play to life.​
 

Key Information​
• Production Dates: August 8th - 22nd 2026​
• Performance Venue: 16th Ave Theatre​
• Director: Andre Liddicoat​
• Rehearsal Schedule: Rehearsals will begin May 3rd, and be every Monday, 
Wedensday, and Sunday following until the production. Except for Mother’s 
Day (May 10th) and King's Birthday Weekend. (29th of May to the 1st of 
June). 

• Cast Size: 15-25 people. All roles are open and unpaid.​
• Audition Dates: 20th and the 21st of February.​
• Audition Venue: 16th Ave Theatre 

Movement audition Saturday from 10 am to 12 pm. 

Individual auditions from Friday evening through to the end of Saturday in 
10-minute slots. 

  

 

 

 

https://esjjp0b6.forms.app/shakespeare-love-audition-form


 

Character Descriptions 

​
Will Shakespeare – Male 18 to 30. A young playwright with writer's block, 
full of passion and charm. 

​
Viola de Lesseps – Female 18 to 30. Noblewoman with a love of theatre, 
disguises herself as a man to act. 

​
Queen Elizabeth I – Female 40s to 80's. Commanding and wise, with a sly 
sense of humour. 

​
Henslowe – Male or Female, 30's to 50's. Owner of the Rose Theatre, 
always in trouble. 

Fennyman – Male or Female 30's to 50's A moneylender turned enthusiastic 
actor.​
​
Ned Alyn – Male 20's to 50's. A professional actor who takes his work very 
seriously.​
 

Marlowe – Male or Female 20's to 50's. Shakespeare’s friend and rival, 
confident and clever.​
​
Ensemble – Various named roles, including actors, dancers, stagehands, 
nobles, sailors, etc. Great for a flexible cast.  

  

 

 



 

Audition Instructions 

Please prepare the appropriate side(s) for your chosen role(s). You may be 
asked to read additional sides at callbacks. You will have 10 minutes. Please 
do not be offended if we see you for less time than that.​
Ensemble auditionees may choose any side or prepare a short monologue. 
Movement or group work may be required. 

  

Audition Sides 

William Shakespeare 

Love? Love is… it’s everything and nothing. A madness most discreet. A 
burning fever, a sudden chill. I have words… thousands of words… but they 
mock me.​
I have a title: Romeo and Ethel, the Pirate's Daughter. It begins with a 
duel… No, wait, it begins with a kiss! No, no wait, that’s the end.​
God’s wounds, I don’t know how it begins! 

  

Viola de Lesseps 

With love's light wings did I o’er-perch these walls;​
For stony limits cannot hold love out,​
And what love can do that dares love attempt;​
Therefore, thy kinsmen are no stop to me.​
I would give all I have and more besides to be on your stage, Master 
Shakespeare. Let me speak your words. Let me be your Romeo. 

  

 

 



Queen Elizabeth I 

I know something of a woman in a man’s profession. Yes, by God, I do 
know.​
Love? I will tell you what it is not. It is not a bawdy jig or a tragic sob. It is 
not poetry or pretty words.​
If a play can show us the very truth and nature of love… then I say write it, 
Master Shakespeare. 

  

Henslowe 

The natural condition is one of insurmountable obstacles on the road to 
imminent disaster.​
But... strangely enough, it always turns out well.​
Fennyman: “How?”​
I don’t know. It’s a mystery. 

  

Fennyman 

I thought I was a villain. I thought I had come to break legs and seize sets. 
But this…​
This is the greatest thing I have done. I am a player. I have lines! I have a 
purpose!​
“Out, vile jelly!” 

  

Ned Alyn 

I am an actor, sir. I was born to tread the boards, to speak the speech. My 
hands have held daggers and destinies alike.​
Even a single line “Who knocked?” can stir the soul when spoken by Ned 
Alyn!​
“Who… knocked? 


